
COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
Opportunities For Public Libraries 

 



BUILDING AWARENESS   
BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS 



FROM AWARENESS TO FUNDING:  
A STUDY OF LIBRARY SUPPORT IN AMERICA 

Perceptions of the librarian are highly related to support. 

 

‘Passionate librarians’ who are involved in the community 
make a difference. 



FIVE ATTRIBUTES OF A ‘PASSIONATE LIBRARIAN’ 

 True advocate for lifelong learning 
 Passionate about making library relevant again 
 Knowledgeable about every aspect of the library 
 Well-educated 
 Knowledgeable about the community 



PASSIONATE LIBRARIANS?   



FROM AWARENESS TO FUNDING:  
A STUDY OF LIBRARY SUPPORT IN AMERICA 

There is a lot that people don’t know about their public 
libraries 

 

Advocating for library support to library users focuses effort 
and energy on the wrong target group 





WHO SHOULD WE CONNECT WITH  
IN THE COMMUNITY? 



SOME POTENTIAL CONNECTIONS 

 Schools 

 Service Clubs  

 Colleges 

 Businesses 

 Senior Center - Recreation Center 

 Fire Department – Police Department 

 Historical Societies 

 Day Care Centers 

 Politicians – State and Local 

 

 

 



SCHOOL CONNECTIONS 

 Tour school libraries 

 Pay attention to staff changes at school libraries 

 Send e-mail congratulations when you see something 
noteworthy going on 

 Involve school librarians in public library programs 



Ellen, Librarian  
at Ginther School 

SCHOOL CONNECTIONS 



SCHOOL CONNECTIONS 



SERVICE CLUB CONNECTIONS 



SERVICE CLUB CONNECTIONS 



Friends of the Library 
President 

SERVICE CLUB CONNECTIONS 
Kiwanis Club 

President 



COLLEGE CONNECTIONS 



COLLEGE CONNECTIONS 



COLLEGE CONNECTIONS 



COLLEGE CONNECTIONS 



BUSINESS CONNECTIONS 

NORTHSIDE EXPRESS MART 

partners with the Seymour Library 
 

Show your Monroe County library card  

and receive a 12 oz. coffee for 25¢ 

161 East Avenue, Brockport, NY  14420 

www.seymourlibraryweb.org 

Valid September 1 — September 30, 

2009 





SENIOR - RECREATION CENTER CONNECTIONS 
 



FIRE – POLICE CONNECTIONS 



FIRE – POLICE CONNECTIONS 



HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 



DAY CARE CENTER CONNECTIONS 



STATE LEGISLATOR CONNECTIONS 



LOCAL ELECTED OFFICIAL CONNECTIONS 



LOCAL ELECTED OFFICIAL CONNECTIONS 



YOU DON’T HAVE TO GO IT ALONE… 

 Current & Former Staff 

 Library Board 

 Friends 

 



SOME RESULTS OF GOOD  
COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 



LOCAL BUSINESS OWNER DONATION 



LOCAL BUSINESS OWNER DONATION 



LIBRARY – BUSINESS - COLLEGE PARTNERSHIP 



VOLUNTEERS 



A SIGNATURE EVENT 





THE TOT SPOT 



TEEN SCENE 



THE POWER OF A RELATIONSHIP 



THE POWER OF A RELATIONSHIP 



ANY COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS TO SHARE? 


